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red O’Donnell is the wizard behind the curtain, so to speak. Juggling 45 jobs
at a time is not unusual. But, it is also not too much to handle. Many happy
client testimonials will say he completed their job timely, happily, and beyond
what they imagined. What he has created in his business allows him to stand alongside
architects and designers but provide a totally unique experience for his clients. Let’s call
him a Residential Building Designer and Permit Specialist. He’s more than a draftsman.
He can design. He knows space. He used to build, so he knows building inside and
out. Contractors love him, as do tradespeople and engineers–he even is respected at the
city and county level for his pragmatic, calm approach to navigating the permit process.
Trained in 1985 as an architectural draftsman, he quickly learned there was a need
for someone to be a step above “just a draftsman” and to be available to someone who
couldn’t afford to hire an architect. Over the past 35 years, honing that craft and filling
that void has proven to be the right move for Fred. Even when he worked in construction
building homes, or in the steel industry, he still kept his “side” business of construction
drawings alive until 2006 when FIGO was formally established.
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